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from the priority date. 
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Informal Comments 

1. Summary of Written Opinion 

In the Written Opinion of the International Searching 
Authority, the Examiner comments that the inventions recited 
in claims 1 through 13 of the application lack of inventive 
step because a person skilled in the art could easily come up 
with the invention based on the inventions recited in 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2002-176681 
(hereinafter, called as "Reference l"), Japanese Unexamined 
Patent Publication No. 2004-28459 (hereinafter, called as 
"Reference 2"), and Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 
2002-297702 (hereinafter, called as "Reference 3"). 

The Applicant prepared amended Claims 1, 7, 12, and 13 
in which a limitation was added to initially filed Claims 1, 
7, 12, and 13, by means of the Amendment under the provision 
of PCT Article 19, and clarified the differences between the 
inventions of Claims 1 through 13 after the Amendment, and 
the inventions recited in References 1 through 3. 

2. Reasons for Supporting Inventive Step Argument of Claimed 
Invention 

(1) Concerning Claimed Invention 

Amended Claim 1 is directed to: 
(a) an apparatus control system provided with an apparatus 
which requires a plurality of different settings, an 
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apparatus controlling device for controlling the apparatus, 
and a server which is communicatively connected to the 
apparatus controlling device via a network, wherein 
the apparatus controlling device includes: 

(b) an apparatus setting means for accepting an input 
by a first operator, and performing a setting, the setting 
being at least one of a setting on a connection between the 
apparatus and the apparatus controlling device, and a 
confirmation on an operation of the apparatus including a 
test run of the apparatus using the apparatus controlling 
device ; 

(c) a network setting means for accepting an input by 
a second operator different from the first operator, and 
performing a setting on a connection between the apparatus 
controlling device and the server; 

(d) a setting status monitoring means for monitoring 
an apparatus setting status representing whether the setting 
by the apparatus setting means has been completed, and a 
network setting status representing whether the setting by 
the network setting means has been completed; and 

(e) a setting status display means for displaying the 
apparatus setting status and the network setting status 
detected by the setting status monitoring means. 

With the above arrangements, the invention recited in 
amended Claim 1 has the following operations and advantageous 
effects (A) : 
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information representing whether the settings to be 
executed by the respective operators have been completed is 
displayed if the apparatus setting and the network setting 
are performed by the different operators, which enables the 
respective operators to perform the setting operations 
independently and efficiently. 

(2) Concerning References 

(2-1) Reference 1 (Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 
2002-176681) 

Reference 1 recites that a remote controller 12 
equipped with a function of controlling a hot water supply 
section 30 of a hot water supplier 11, and a management 
server 61 for administering plural hot water supply systems 
10 are communicated with each other via a telephone line 
network 50. (see paragraphs [0030] and [0034]) 
(2-2) Reference 2 (Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 
2004-28459) 

Reference 2 recites that a hot water supply device 1 
downloads a control program from a server 3 via a 
communication network 4 every operation to execute an 
operation based on the control program. (see paragraph 
[0078] ) . 

(2-3) Reference 3 (Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 
2002-297702) 

Reference 3 recites a facility management device 
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comprising: production equipment 1 such as a servo amplifier; 
an information collecting terminal 2 for exchanging 
information between the production equipment 1 in a 
correspondence manner; a setup terminal 4 for designating an 
IP address of the information collecting terminal 2 as an 
object for setup, and designating equipment information 
relating to the production equipment 1 (e.g. equipment name, 
equipment manufacturer, and model name) connected to the 
information collecting terminal 2 by accessing a Webpage 30 
for setup of the information collecting terminal provided in 
a software server 5; and the software server 5 which includes 
a database storing various softwares for the information 
collecting terminal (e.g. setup software and contents for 
setup of each production equipment, and middleware for each 
production equipment ) , and which retrieves the software 
corresponding to the equipment information designated by the 
setup terminal 4 out of the database to transfer the 
retrieved software to the information collecting terminal 2 
(see paragraph [0016] ) . 

(3) Comparison between Invention of Amended Claim 1, and 
References 

As mentioned above. Reference 1 and Reference 2 
disclose that the remote controller or the hot water supply 
device, and the server communicate with each other. Also, 
Reference 3 discloses that the apparatus setting and the 
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networks setting are performed. In the Written Opinion of the 
International Searching Authority, the Examiner comments that 
it would be easily anticipated by a person skilled in the art 
to apply the invention recited in Reference 2, 3 (presumably, 
the Examiner intended to cite Reference 3) to the device 
recited in Reference 1 (presumably, the Examiner intended to 
cite Reference 1 , 2 ) . 

The invention recited in Reference 3 is made based on 
the idea that one user performs the apparatus setting and the 
network setting, and is not made based on the idea that 
different operators perform the apparatus setting and the 
network setting individually. 

Therefore, the invention recited in Reference 3 is not 
motivated to monitor the apparatus setting status 
representing whether the setting by the apparatus setting 
means has been completed and the network setting status 
representing whether the setting by the network setting means 
has been completed, and to display the apparatus setting 
status and the network setting status detected by the setting 
status monitoring means . 

Accordingly, Reference 3 neither discloses nor remotely 
suggests the arrangements of the claimed invention i.e. (b) : 
an apparatus setting means for accepting an input by a first 
operator, and performing a setting, the setting being at 
least one of a setting on a connection between the apparatus 
and the apparatus controlling device, and a confirmation on 
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an operation of the apparatus including a test run of the 
apparatus using the apparatus controlling device; (c) : a 
network setting means for accepting an input by a second 
operator different from the first operator, and performing a 
setting on a connection between the apparatus controlling 
device and the server; (d) : a setting status monitoring means 
for monitoring an apparatus setting status representing 
whether the setting by the apparatus setting means has been 
completed, and a network setting status representing whether 
the setting by the network setting means has been completed; 
and (e): a setting status display means for displaying the 
apparatus setting status and the network setting status 
detected by the setting status monitoring means. 

On the other hand, since the invention recited in 
amended Claim 1 has the arrangements (b) through (e), the 
claimed invention provides the operations and advantageous 
effects (A) inherent to the application that: information 
representing whether the settings to be executed by the 
respective operators have been completed is displayed if the 
apparatus setting and the network setting are performed by 
the different operators, which enables the respective 
operators to perform the setting operations independently and 
efficiently. 

Thus, the invention recited in amended Claim 1 and the 
invention recited in Reference 3 are obviously different in 
the arrangements and the advantageous effects. Further, 
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Reference 3 does not even implicitly suggest motivation for 
the constituent features (b) through (e) of amended Claim 1. 
Accordingly, the Applicant believes that it would be 
impossible for a person skilled in the art to easily 
anticipate the invention recited in amended Claim 1 even by 
application of the invention recited in Reference 3 to the 
device disclosed in Reference 1 , 2 . 

(4) Concerning Inventions Recited in Claims 2 through 13 
after Amendment 

Claims 2 through 6 after the Amendment each depend on 
amended Claim 1. The invention recited in Claim 12 after the 
Amendment is merely an alteration of the category of the 
invention recited in amended Claim 1. Inasmuch as it is 
impossible for a person skilled in the art to easily 
anticipate the invention of amended Claim 1 based on 
References 1 through 3 as argued above, the Applicant 
believes that it would be impossible for a person skilled in 
the art to easily anticipate the inventions recited in Claims 
2 through 6 and 12 after the Amendment, based on References 1 
through 3. 

Amended Claim 7 is an independent claim directed to an 
apparatus which is communicatively connected to a server via 
a network, and requires a plurality of different settings. 
Since amended Claim 7 recites the same subject matter as 
amended Claim 1, the Applicant believes that it would be 
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impossible for a person skilled in the art to easily 
anticipate the invention recited in amended Claim 1 based on 
References 1 through 3 since it would be impossible for a 
person skilled in the art to easily anticipate the invention 
recited in amended Claim 1 based on References 1 through 3 as 
argued above. 

Claims 8 through 11 after the Amendment each depend on 
amended Claim 7, and the invention recited in amended Claim 
13 is merely an alteration of the category of the invention 
recited in amended Claim 7. Inasmuch as it is impossible for 
a person skilled in the art to easily anticipate the 
invention recited in amended Claim 7 based on References 1 
through 3 as argued above, the Applicant believes that it 
would be impossible for a person skilled in the art to easily 
anticipate the inventions recited in Claims 8 through 11 and 
13 after the Amendment, based on References 1 through 3. 

3 . Conclusion 

As argued above, the inventions recited in Claims 1 
through 13 after the Amendment are obviously different from 
the inventions recited in References 1 through 3 in the 
arrangements and advantageous effects, and References 1 
through 3 have no disclosure that implicitly suggests the 
inventions recited in Claims 1 through 13 after the Amendment. 
Accordingly, the Applicant believes that it would be 
impossible for a person skilled in the art to easily 
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anticipate the claimed invention based on the inventions 
recited in References 1 through 3, and thus the claimed 
invention has an inventive step over References 1 through 3. 
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